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RECEIVED 

TN THE CLAIMS CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

,.59. (CANCELLED) 2 J 2008 

60. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An automatic card shuffler comprising: 

a housing mounted [[«te]] to a gaming tabic surface such that a card receiver for 
accepting a group of cards to be shuffled is recessed beneath the top surface of the gaming table 
tK. ornnp of ca-^- ,w.feH from ahov. th^ (^amipp tab^e ,urf^c. onto the card receiver . 

he^< fv/ the ^ ""^'"P tahle surface: 

the card receiver for accepting a group of cards to be shuffled; 

a randomizing system for randomizing the order of an initial set of playing cards; 

a collection surface for receiving randomized cards; 

an elevator for raising the collection surface to an elevation proximate the gaming table 
surface ^ tv,.t . H^.^1er may -''-''"v "^^ve "^H r^Tidomi7..(i rard.^ at ORg tm^l and 
a microprocessor for controlling the operation of the card shuffler. 

61 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The automatic card shuffler of claim 60, and further 
comprising a movable cover that is closed at least part of the tune over at least one of the card 
receiver and collection surface and is hinged to allpyf movement . 

62. (WITHDRAWN) An automatic card shuffler, comprising: 

a housing; 

a card receiver for receiving a group of cards to be shuffled; 

a card randomizing area, the area including a gripping support mechanism for 
suspending at least one oarf within the card randomizing area; and 

a mechanism for automatically adjusting the gripping support mechanism during 
operation to suspend cards of varying dimensions. 

63. (WITHDRAWN) The device of claim 62, wherein the gripping support mechanism 
comprises a pair of spaced apart gripping pads that move towards the edges of a stack of cards. 
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64. (WITHDRAWN) Hie device of claim 62 ftnrOier comprising a sensor for sensing the 
presence of a substack of suspended cards. 

65. (WITHDRAWN) An automatic card shuffler, comprising: 

a card randomization mechanism; 

a processor for determining operational functions of the card randomization mechanism 

and issuing commands; 

at least one encoder for verifying operational functions of the card randomization 

mechanism, wherein 

the processor verifies that cards have been randomized by comparing commands to 
encoder information to verify the operation of the card randomization mechanism. 



66. (CANCELED). 

67. (WITHDRAWN) An automatic card shuffler, comprising: 

a microprocessor; 

a card randomization mechanism, and 

a remote controller for controlling the card randomization mechanism by means of a 
user-manipulated remote control device. 

68. (CANCELED) 



69. (CANCELED) 

70. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device of claim 61 further wherein the randomizing 

system further comprises: 

a card randomizing area, the card randomizing area including: 

i) a gripping support mechanism for suspending at least one card within the card 

randomizing area; and 
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ii) a mechanism for automaticaUy adjusting the gripping support mechanism 
during operation to suspend cards of varying dimensions. 

71 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device of claim 70. wherein the gripping support 
mechanism comprises a pair of spaced apart gripping pads that move towards the edges of a 

I Tlr nf nrn- f fr if ? — ^'^ ^'"^ ^^"^^'^^ ^^'^ ^"'" ^ 

finable movement of t he cover. 

72. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device of claim 70 further comprising a sensor for 
sensing the presence of a substack of suspended cards. 

73. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device of claim 60 wherein there is a remote 
controller for controlling the card randomization system by means of a user-manipulated 
remote control device. 

74. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device of claim 73 wherein the remote controller is 
selected from the group consisting of an infra-red (I.R.) controUer and a foot pedal. 



75. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device of claim 73 wherein the remote controller 
comprises an infra-red controller. 

76. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An automatic card shuffler comprising: 

a housing mounted [[ate]] ^ a gaming table surface such that a card receiver for 
accepting a group of cards to be shuffled [M] SaaiS recessed aLajsvel beneath the top surface 
of the gaming table tn which the ho i.«no is mounted dnrinp a shufflifiR ^PM> 

the card receiver for accepting a group of cards to be shuffled; 

a randomizing system for randomizing the order of an initial set of playing cards 
beneath the top surface of the gaming table (juring the shufning ^ygnt ; 

a collection surface for receiving randomized cards; 
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an elevator for raismg the collection surface to an elevation whei^n cards may be 
removed manually by a dealer from thr collf^ction surface; 

a moveable cover over the collection surface . ndhinpedtothehousins allowing and 
preventing n^ access to the collectior» surface when the moveable cover is opened and 

closed, respectively; and 

a microprocessor for controlling the operation of the automatic csrd shuffler 

77. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The automatic card shuffler of claim 76 wherein the cover 
is a flip-up cover. 

78. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The automatic shuffler of claim 76 wherein the cover is 
mechanically lifted by the automatic card shuffler. 

79. (NEW) The automatic shuffler of claim 76 wherein Ihe card receiver comprises pick-off 
rollers. 

80. (NEW) The automatic shuffler of claim 76 wherein the card receiver comprises a sloped 
surface. 

8 1 . (NEW) The automatic card shuffler of claim 76 wherein the cover moves by rotating about 
a hinge. 



PAGE m * RCVD AT lUOS 4:02:20 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF4i5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:9S2 832 91 91* DURATION (inin-ss):0440 



□CT-28-2008 15:23 



Mflra<LlTmNftSSOC 



952 832 9191 P 



?StIMMARY THK OFFlf ;^!'. ACTION 

Claims 60-61 ; (and previously added claims 70-78) are under examination. 

Claims 1-58. 66, and 68-69 have been canceled, maintaining the claim count at that 
level for which Applicants have already paid full fees. 

Claims 62-69 have been mthdravvn from exammation as directed towards non-elected 

inventions. 

riaim Reieettons and Obiection$ 

1) Claim 60 has been rejected under 35 use 102(b) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 

6,250,632 (Albrecht). 

2) Claims 61, 73, and 74 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Albrecht in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,000,453 (Stevens et al.). 

3) Claims 70-72 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Albrecht in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5.000.453 (Stevens et al.) when further considered with U.S. 
Patent No. 5,356,145 (Verschoor). 

4) Claim 75 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Albrecht in view of 
Stevens et al. when further considered with U.S. Patent No. 5.524,891 (Owen et al.). 

Acknowledgement of interviews with the Exi^miner(s> 

Applicants would like to express their appreciation to the Examiners Ahmed and 
Hotalini for their courtesy in extending an interview with the Attorney of Record, both on 23 
October 2008 and on 25 October 2008 to discuss the issues in this application and the 
references. 

The above amendments are the amendments discussed, with the exception of the 
addition of further limiting amendments to claims 60 and 76. 
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REGEiVED 
CENTRAL FAX GSNTER 

p,rfiP ^]>^j^F. TO THT? TITl FPHON F TNTKRVIEW OCT 2 8 20li 

Applicants thank Examiners Mahmed and Hotaling for the courtesy extended attorney 
for Applicant. Mark Litman. in the telephone interview given on 21 October 2008. 

That interview incbded discussion of The Albrecht, Stevens and Verschoor references 
as appUed in the Office Action. The Office Action also extended discussion to the Lamle 
reference (cited by Applicants in their IDS as U.S. 5,199,710. and signed off on by the 
Exaininer on the 1 449 submitted by Applicants). As the PTO raised the issue of Lamle. 
without it already being used in a rejection, it is thought that an analysis of the relevance of that 

Patent should be examined. 

That reference discloses a device for printing and providing playing cards one- card at a 
time. A stack of blank card stock (there are no images of rank or suit on the card stock 
elements) is placed on an elevator beneath the surface of a gaming table. A random number 
generator sends out signals of a randomly selected next card. Those signals are sent to a 
printer below the table. Card stock elements are moved one at a time, and the randomly 
selected card identification is printed onto a face of the playing card. The individual cards are 
then ejected, again one at a time, through a slot on the table surface. The dealer then takes each 
individual printed playing card and delivers them appropriately. No card shuffling ever 
occurs. No playing cards (not inclusive of playing card STOCK) is placed into the machine, 
shuffled, moved from a card receiver to a playing card collection surface, is covered by a 
moveable cover, or is removed as a group of cards manually from a card receiver on which 
randomized cards are placed. What is at least equaUy important as the unusual and 
incompatible nature of the Lamle system with any of Albrecht. Stevens or Verschoor (which 
are all shufflers) is the statements of Lamle in describing the objectives of his system. Lamle 
specifically states in the Brief Description of the invention that Owith em£t|a§k added): 

It is an object of the invention to deliver plavinf> f ards to the table iig 
yftnHftm fashion without a r eauirament for shttfflmg. 

It is another object of the invention «n avoid the requirement for 
i..,p{T, p .tnrkit of unujfif^i piflving cfli^ «f ^nA for recirnilatinp playins cards. 

It is an additional object of the invention to enable the probability of a 
dealt card having any particular value to be varied tiiereby simulating dealing 
from any particular deck or decks of any predetermined finite size. 
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According to one aspect of the invention, thei« is provided a method of 
supplying playing cards to a casino table in w?)irh ondomly generated indicia 
...H ....... nri r *--^ '""^-^^i-- ^-^^^^ '^^^'^^^^ P"*^'" ^ 

»f .tncU nnhr at t ^" t'"^ »f d^»verv of tUP ffltd t<> t^g ^bl^. 

Thn-. ..^ ..ir.ment to f ^^^^" --rd. i8 obviated, the C^S 

K,;, ^ HU..rdi.d :ifter use, while a truly random distribution of the cards 
actuaUy dealt can be obtained irrespective of the cards previously dealt, if 
desired, simulating a deck of infinite length. 
Every objective of Lamle emphasized above makes combination of the Lamle reference with 
shufflers somewhat problematic. In addition, although prtating is done beneath Ihe table, there 
is no moveable cover, there is no card receiving area for multiple randomised cards, there can 
be no removal of a set of randomized cards from a card receiver and there is no insertion of a 
set of cards to be randomized. Lamle does not overcome all of the deficiencies of the three 
references (Albrecht, Stevens and Verschoor) that have been previously identified and are 
repeated below. 
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